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DRESSYOU UP
WE TALK TO VICKY LEWIS, CREATOR AND DES GNER OF THE MAN C H ESTER
FASFTO\ |  ABtr t  .  VtC(r '  MAR-r. .

esignerVickt Lewis founded rhe
vlcky l'1aftii label in 987. ar rhe
height of Hacienda fever io

l'lanchester h wN. she sa/s. a good (me
to be at ihe rorerronr oI dubweu (which
s pulint it m dl/.we feel).

Seve.teen reaB laren vickf f1aftn s
{,ll a h!8ef succe$ful bmnd. opeE(ot
f rom a l lanchester  b lsed workshop
where all tarmen!5 are nd vrdoallf made
usint fabr.s solr.ed in Parh. t ly and
England. Fais of Vcky l'laftn iiclude
Counnel Lo!e. PJ Harve/. Liz Hlrley,
Victoria Beckham, DeniseVan Ou.en and

We spoke tovcky ro fnd our more
about the label ' and her new stand:lo.e

Did /ou ilways want to b. a f hion

My bo.kgtouhd wor bleie$ sud'es ond
nonoEenent. I ||onred to be o to*fel
otAtnoti/,bDt rcotised hot I \|ouh be for too
bored ond.rconve, sttfled; so, then I \|os
I 9,I ehtulkd oh o .alleEe foshba ond texules
cauBe. I set the .omponl up tweond-a4otf

You wcre prerty /ount, then...l
I wos 24 9|hen I norted lhe busi'e$ so
therc wos o btt of btind stuptdtty on ny poft
At 24,tou don t think tou con foiLfou jun da
things and don l rhihk obour rhe
.onseguen.es. Hdd I beei ftve ot l0 rats
alder, lA ptuboblt hove been o tot mote

P.esumlbly  i r  took a f .w Far i  for
Vlcky Mani .  to  b€come the. ip-
ror.i.t suc..ss it i5 nq,,.
lapoloeeti.olr) fo be honesl tt wos on
nnedote suc<e$, ond eithn thtee Fa6 af
non,ng i hod Jlve 'etoil oudets Ar rhe rme,

nabady wds doing what I hod set on to do:
te, .lDb||e.t. h wds rhe aid-Eighi,es,
Monchesret hod rhe ||hole Hociendo t.,lhq

gatng an, ond n@re wos de58nrag or
nonufoctuting ctubweot in Mon.hestet ot

H.ve  yo |J  encounter€d  any
problems, !n rout .?
Oh /eoh.rhe flst noior p,obten we hdd was
tn I 996 when the bonb wnt offWe bn oul
shop n the Royrl tu.honge ond n wot the
frtst sign of ony toding tQuno. Aefore tho\
rcd dane vett wI fat ntne yeots.

Hd did lou turn thlnts .round?
We opened o thop in trevdotio Quonet, n
Leeds, withh t,lrEe moitns, We oho no.kd
to laok ot conce$ians. dnd opened our f6t in
Selfiidges otThe Ttufford CentJe. So n node
ae looi( dlor'eroreds ofihe busine$,rcthe/
rhon snq, rering on the shaq in the RoFt
Erchonse whtch hod been ke noin pott of

Wfthour the banb, I dont think ld have
dane thol I oho dan\ thtnk Manchestel
||outd hove oll the high-ptofle stores n has
nov ||nhout the redevelopnenL I think
sanethine Posnye ||ll olwoys cone out of o

Who . re you. imint  youf  c lothes. t

We ote Prmonly erennyeor I donl
descnbe tt os club'|eoi ontnote, becouse t
donl believe people so .lubbing Io Lhe eftert
they urd to tn the l98Os ond l990s.we do
sane doyeot, toa: o rcnse of denin. fol
tns.an.e. s very popDtor

Lo$ of  g lam cel€b.  . re b ig f .ns,we

we ve done vety we with the tounCet gds h
Coonotbn Street ond Enmedole:lJz Hudey
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Do you e"er  r *  l ch  o f i  as

' l  i , ,  . / , .  P : r , r  r r  r ! '

You opened r  s lo re  e t  The Tr  a .8 le  In
O c l o b e r  B o w  h a s  t  b e € n  r e c e  v e d l

l ]  t i ;  l  i , . l  l l  
l

s  r h  s  e x p a n 5  o n  o n  a  t r l n d  s c a  e i

' . ' . ' ' . ' . ' . ) . . ' | | ' . '
.  .  , t  " !  t '  l  j  r  I ' i  t s l r t , , /  , 1 r  I  i

I r  f r , r r t  : . .  r . r  ! . ,  I

s  v rck /  faar . .  and there io .e  V  cky
L e w  5  , r r y  n t  n  f , , a . . h e s t e r  r h e n ?
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