here... but »
raged but
Ajoléd 1o sing by her mother and
late father. Upon graduation at the age
of 23, Katherine was signed to Universal

Classics in a deal reputed to be worth
over &1 million — the largest record deal
In UK classical recording history, while
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her debut album, Premiere, out-sold
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when 1 was accepted for the Royal

ny of Music, | knew 1 might have a

chance to make it as a professional singer

As a classical anist, | never thought | could
we involved in that, It was very rock

roll. 1 got off the stage in Berlin and there

was a car waiting for me. 1 basically le

it to the airport, and they kept the BA Might

wailin r a few minutes because they

knew I'd be stretched for time. | flew

straight back

» London, jumped into a car
¢ at Hyde Park. Luckily

for me, the show was running late so I got

and got backsta

to see Madonna performing. Fverywhere

vou looked, there were hl'-,L’l' stiars —

people you never thought would be in the

same place at the same time

I don't know. I'd be naive to say that |
dicln't think it helps, Because | think it
does, But I'd worry if Tooks Decame overly
important for classical artists. You know

like in pop. where looks are more

important than the music. | just think “th

is me. This is how | am

| don't think it's done that at the

like 1o inc rate a lot of dress ch

IO my shows ar add some glamour. 1

think that’s all part of what I do. so T try 10
embrace it, P'm a girly girl, and | always

have been.

and ask for the walls 1o be

ainted in different colours... Yeah? You

read all the time about people carryi

acting like my mum

~lly sort me out if she tho

And also my

was doing that ki

rtant to me; so if 1

family are really

went home and couldn’t relate 10 them,

that would break myv heant

changing, but it's import:

I hope so, It's such a shame he's not here

to see it. He ook carly retirement and he'd

pick me and my sister up from school and

spend every night of the week takir

from choir practice to piano lessons to

dance lessons. Basically, mv parents didn't

MIng us

ve lives because they were 2

both around. They never pushed me — they

encouraged me. And my dad made me

lieve that if 1 worked hard enough then

success would happen and my dreams

rue. | really can't say strongly

wiould ¢

ust how important that is to a

€noLl

child

It's true! 1 was singing as a soloist with my

college choir, and 1 hit a high note and

there was a massive bang, like a gun shot

people in the front few rows actually

ducked... T looked up and there we

these tiny bits of glass raining down on us
from the ceiling. T haven't managed to do it
since, so | |-: h.:‘-r 1O praclise and make 1t

my pamy piece... o




